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political benefit or if reasonable steps were not taken to collect 
a debt, the amount reduced would be considered a campaign 
contribution. (Summers Advice IJetter (No. A-77-014); 
Advice Letter (No. A-86-344) f copies enclosed.) 
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December 20, 1989 

Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Jeanne: 

I would appreciate it if you would confirm your 
oral advice to me on December 15 that a law firm or other 
service provider which renders services to a candidate or 
committee may settle with its client for less than the total 
amount of the billed fees for services, providing such 
settlement is in the ordinary course of business, without 
being deemed to have made a political contribution or 
expenditure. Factors entering into such settlement would 
include an assessment of the client's ability to pay and the 
desire of the law firm to avoid delays in payment. 

Thank you for your attention on this matter. 
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